christmas steps arts quarter

“curiosity walk”
Start the curiosity walk at the CSAQ notice board at the junction of Lower Park Row and Colston Street (At the bottom of the second flight of The Christmas Steps).
You are standing at the centre of the Christmas Steps Arts Quarter.  Above you is Zero Degrees, a restaurant and micro-brewery housed on the site of the old Horsedrawn Tramsheds, built in 1875 which stabled sixty horses and Bristol's double-decker trams.

Turn to your right and walk up Colston Street, towards the hospital.  At the traffic lights look up and to your right and you will see artwork by Bristol’s own infamous street artist, Banksy.  It’s called, ‘Sniper and Child’.
You are now in Upper Maudlin Street.  Keep walking until you come to the opening of Johnny Ball Lane (just after Jamesons Events).  It’s unsure whether the lane is named after the great mathematician, either way it is a very intriguing and old little lane which borders our quarter.
When you reach the end of the lane, you will see a statue of a The Cloaked Horseman by artist David Backhouse, which was commissioned for the city of Bristol in 1984.
Go right under the red brick archway until you reach St Bartholomew’s Court (between the florist and the chip shop).  Founded in 1240, from 1532 it became Bristol Grammar School and then Queen Elizabeth Hospital from 1767 to 1847.  It is now private offices, but you can still see the old foundations of the hospital in the courtyard, if you peek through the archway.  
Also on the right in the entrance arch, is a statue of a Headless Madonna and Child.  Oliver Cromwell is said to have beheaded it in an iconoclastic attack during the civil war!   The statue’s feet have also been rubbed smooth by generations of people hoping to gain good luck.

Turn right before The Three Sugar Loaves pub and make your way up the Christmas Steps.  On your left, in a niche above the door of number 5 is what appears to be a carving of a devil holding a haunch of meat.  Closer inspection reveals it to be a woman wearing an elaborate mediaeval horned headdress. The figure was originally from a hall in Marsh Street. 

Continue up the steps until you reach the bottom of the last flight.  On your right, set into the wall of number 14 is Lunsford’s Plaque.  It commemorates the ‘gallant royalist’ Colonel Henry Lunsford who died on this very spot after being shot through the heart whilst leading the royalists attack on Bristol during the Civil War in 1643.   
Now look up and to your left. There is a stone plaque above the Alms-gatherers' Niches, this is where the poor from the neighboring almshouses used to sit to collect their alms from the city’s wealthy.  The plaque states that this ancient street was "Steppered Done and Finished September 1669".

Now walk up the rest of the steps and turn left.  Adjacent to the top of the Steps are the Foster's Almshouses, founded by mayor of Bristol, John Foster.  The almshouses housed thirteen men and thirteen women and were rebuilt in the present style in the 19th century.  Also in the grounds, to the left near corner, is the Chapel of the Three Kings of Cologne built in 1504, again by John Foster.  The dedication to the Three Kings is believed to be unique in Britain.  John Foster traded with Cologne and so it may have been copied from Cologne Cathedral.  It is also speculated that the Three Kings nativity depicted in the stained glass window of the chapel is how the Christmas Steps gained their name. 

Continue along past the almshouses.  The street at the front of the almshouses was also reconstructed in the 19th century, changing the originally narrow, dark and aptly-named ‘Steep Street’ into the wider and more salubrious Colston Street.  Keep going until you reach Zed Alley (to the left of the Bristol County Sports Club).  Walk down this interesting little alley way, crossing Host Street, until you reach the centre.
Where there are now busy roads, from 1240 onwards the whole of the centre was a harbour.  The grand columned church to your right, St Mary on the Quay, was more aptly named than now!

Continue along past the church until you reach a right turn onto Colston Street.  You won’t be able to miss the sparkling golden edifice of the new Colston Hall building and the older hall too.  The original hall was opened in 1867, but was lost to fire.  The current building was opened in 1901 and then bought by the Bristol City Council in 1919.  Since then has served as Bristol’s main concert hall.  It was named after Edward Colston, who acquired the site in 1707 and established Colston Boys School.  The name has been the subject of much controversy over the years due to Colston’s high position in The Royal African Company.  

Carry on up Colston Street until you reach a left turn into Trenchard Street.  Here on the right you will find the three domed windows of what remains of St Joseph’s Trenchard Street Chapel.  This was the first Catholic Church to be built in Bristol after the Reformation. Worship at St Joseph continued until 1871 when it was closed and converted into St Mary's School.  The former church survived as part of the St Mary on the Quay parish property until 1978 when it was sold for redevelopment as housing. The Trenchard Street facade was kept and the rest demolished in 1981. Today the former church entrance opens into a pleasant courtyard and steps rise to another doorway which also has survived intact.

Walk along Trenchard Street and turn right onto the steep cobbled hill, Lodge Street.  At the top on the left you will find Red Lodge (open to the public and free admission).  It was built in 1590 and has Bristol's last remaining 16th century interior with impressive oak panelling, ornate ceilings and fireplaces, as well as period furnishings and a Tudor knot garden.
Turn left onto Park Row and continue until you reach the very edge of the Arts Quarter.  Cross the road directly in front of the garage.  There is a sandstone building on the corner with Woodland Road.  Perched above the door is a statue of Nipper the HMV Dog.  The HMV logo to this day, he was born in Bristol in 1884.  When his first master died, Nipper was taken to Liverpool by Francis Barraud, a painter. In Liverpool Nipper discovered the Phonograph and Barraud ‘often noticed how puzzled he was to make out where the voice came from’.  Francis famously committed this observation to canvas in, His Masters Voice.
Cross Woodland Road back into the Arts Quarter.  On the left opposite Red Lodge is the Bristol Synagogue – a beautiful building and home to the Bristol Hebrew Congregation.
As you continue along Park Row, look right down Lower Park Row (originally Griffin Lane).  It boasts a listed Jacobean House adjacent to The Ship Inn.
Park Row now becomes Perry Road.  As you continue along, you will find a steppered alleyway on your left (between Cube Gallery and 3D Gallery).  Walk up the steps until you reach the small lane of Lower Church Lane.  In this old coaching road is The Old Rectory (1780) with its charming gothic windows.
Crossing Lower Church Lane you are now in the grounds of St. Michael on the Mount Without - so named because it used to be outside of the old walled city.  There was once a hermitage in the churchyard, which was occupied by a reclusive nun!  This impressive church was founded in 1125, but sadly since its deconsecration has failed to find a new purpose and is now an endangered listed building.
Make your way around the outside of the church and keep walking up, following in the steps of the sea captains, who would ascend Christmas Steps to their fine Tudor and Georgian town houses on St Michael’s Hill.  Stop to look to your right across Horfield Road where you will see a blue plaque marking the birthplace of the famous actor Sir Michael Redgrave (on the Easy Runner building).  From this vantage point, look back down the hill and enjoy the panoramic views of Bristol too!

Cross St Michael’s Hill over to ‘Micawbers’.  Formerly, The Colston Arms, this public house is where condemned men and women were rumoured to be allowed their last drink before being taken to the top of St Michael’s Hill and hung!  In the front bar, you will still find the old Colston Arms mosaic.
Continue up St Michael’s Hill.  On the right you will see the Colston Almshouses.  These almshouses were built in 1691 and founded by Edward Colston.  They have been designated by English Heritage as grade I listed, as have the front wall and gates. 

Carry on up St Michael’s Hill until the hill starts to crest.  On the left side of the road is The Bristol Hospital for Sick Children and Women.  It was established in 1866, had 102 beds and was supported entirely by voluntary contributions.  It was built at the top of St Michael's Hill, as it was thought to be ‘an area blessed with wholesome draughts of healing air'.  The Hospital has since relocated to the main Bristol Royal Infirmary.
To the left of the old hospital is Royal Fort Road.  Walk along it until you reach the Royal Fort gatehouse.  Pass through the archway and you will find yourself in the grounds of the old Royal Fort.  The building that now stands in the grounds was constructed on the site of a Civil War fortification.  It was designed as the western headquarters of the Royalist army under Prince Rupert.  Royalists retreated into the old fort when the Parliamentarians had broken through the lines in the siege of 1645, before eventually surrendering to Cromwell's forces.  The fort was demolished around 1650.  An archaeological investigation in 2009 discovered a defence ditch, two bastions and the possible foundations of a defensive wall on the summit of St Michaels' Hill. 

That’s the end of the walk!  Hope you enjoyed it and maybe learnt something new about our arts quarter!
To get back to the starting point, retrace your steps back along Royal Fort Road.  Turn right back down St Michael’s Hill.  At the bottom, cross Perry Road and walk down Upper Christmas Steps – recognisable by the iron ‘Christmas Steps’ archway.
